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The fear and joy during the Resurrection events

Our teacher St. Matthew the evangelist discusses the fear that entered the hearts of all the disci-
ples, Mary and other women during the resurrection events as they went to the tomb early Sunday
morning as the angel said: “Do not be afraid, for | know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He
is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay” (Matthew 28:5-6).
The feelings of fear have already entered into the hearts of all the disciples as early as the time of
crucifixion to the point were the disciples went their way and left Jesus the Lord and Master. The
fear continued in all their hearts until Sunday as St. John the evangelist said: “then, the same day at
evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were as-
sembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst and said to them, ‘Peace be with

you’” (John 20:19).

We may ask ourselves questions like: Why did fear fill their hearts? Why was the event of resurrec-

tion accompanied by feelings of fear?

1- Fear due to forgetfulness of the promises of
the Lord:

If the disciples remembered the words that the Lord
said to them that the Son of man must suffer many
things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests
and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise
again (Mark 8:31), they would have not feared. Fear
could have not entered into their hearts during the
crucifixion, if they remembered those words and were
looking forward to resurrection. Fear enters our
hearts when we do not remember and meditate in
the promises of the Lord while recognizing and re-
member in the strength and power that the Lord
have. When you believe in His promises, fear will
never enter into your heart but rather you will be very
content. Therefore, while facing any fear in your life,
open the Holy Bible, read God’s word and His word
will remove any fear and worry because He is able,
powerful, and will save you from every painful event
in life.

2- Fear if you thought that Jesus is the King of
this world:

Many believed that Jesus would come and become a
King of this earthly world. When those people saw
Him being crucified, insulted and disrespected, they

lost that hope and were filled with fear. When
we face many tribulations or pain in this world,
fear fills our hearts and we lose hope forgetting
that the Heavenly kingdom is not of this world.
Remember that you are not of this world, deny
yourself, take up His cross and cry out to Him
saying | will follow you so that | may be granted
the Heavenly kingdom as | want nothing other
than having You as my king.

3- Fear started with tribulations on Great
Friday but do not look forward to Resur-
rection on the third day in Hope:

The disciples should have waited in hope for the
resurrection on the third day. Do not try to re-
solve or deal with any tribulation on the first day
but wait patiently in hope for God to resolve this
tribulation in the near future. Always wait for the
joy of the resurrection on the third day. Wait
with Mary and Martha on the fourth day. Wait in
hope to walk on dry land in the divided sea as the
children of Israel walked through it after 400
years of slavery. God manages your life buy you
have to wait in hope. No matter how much dark-
ness was in the tomb, there is resurrection, and
only those who hoped in resurrection will enter
the Promised Land.

Weekly Divine Liturgies

Sunday :6:00- 8:30 AM

:8:30-11:30 AM
Wed. :9:00-11:30 AM
Friday :7:30-10:00 AM
Saturday :7:30-10:00 AM

Weekly Meetings

Tuesday
7:30 - 8:30 PM Weekly Prayer

Wednesday

7:00 - 8:30 PM Hymns class
7:00 - 8:30 PM Women's Meeting

Friday

6:30 - 8:00 PM children Bible study

7:00 - 8:00 PM Bible study (Arabic)

8:00 - 9:30 PM H.S. Youth Meeting

8:30 - 10:00 PM Young adult fellow-
ship meeting

8:00 - 9:30 PM Men’s Meeting

Saturday

4:30 - 5:00 PM Vesper Praises
5:00 - 5:30 PM Raising of Incense
5:30 - 7:00 PM Sunday school

5:30 - 7:00 PM Bible study (Arabic)
7:00-9:00 PM Midnight Praises

St. Joseph ‘s Elders Fellowship
Saturday, May 12th After the
Divine Liturgy .

The commemoration of the
martyrdom of St. George

Liturgy Tuesday May 1% 7:30-10 AM

Vespers for the Ascension
Wednesday May 16" 7 -7:30 PM
The feast of the Ascension Liturgy
Thursday May 17 7:30 - 10:30 AM

The commemoration of the
martyrdom of St. Mark

Liturgy Tuesday May 8™ 7:30-10 AM

Pentecost Liturgy Sunday May 27" 6:00— 8:30 AM

8:30-11:30 AM

Kneeling prayers Sunday May 27" 4:00 - 07:00 PM

CONFESSIONS :

Friday & Saturday Evening
& after weekly Liturgies .

The Apostle fast begins
Monday May 28"

Servants of the Lord ...
Fr. Abraam Georgy
Fr. Abraham Wassef

Cell No. : (732) 581 - 3638
Cell No. : (908) 601 - 4831

Church Tel : (732) 332-1052
Church Fax : (732) 332-1049

You Can Obtain an Electronic Version of this Newsletter at www.stminas.com




