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Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he may see

One of the short and comforting prayers in the Holy Bible is Elisha's prayer in the book of 2™ Kings,
chapter 6. The title above was Elisha the prophet's short prayer when his servant was frightened after
seeing an army, surrounding the city with horses and chariots as Syria's king knew that Elisha was
behind the victory of the Israeli army over the Syrian army. Elisha's servant said to Elisha "Alas, my
master! What shall we do?", so Elisha answered saying "Do not fear, for those who are with us are
more than those who are with them" and then he prayed saying, "Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he
may see". Then the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw. And behold the mountain
was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha" (2 Kings 6:15-17).

Many times, when we face tribulations or hardships or painful events, our self-esteem goes down
due to fear and we may even feel that we are out of options. We should remember the mountain that
was filled with chariots and horses of fire all surrounding us and protecting us from all our tribula-
tions. Nothing harmful could ever affect us unless with it is with permission from God as he manag-
es our lives as deemed fit. Knowing those facts, what could possibly trouble you? Our main problem
is our inability to see the strength of God that constantly surrounds us all our lives. We need to have
our spiritual vision set so that we may see God's presence. We only need to open our eyes to see.
The mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire and Elisha was stress-free as he saw them while
his servant was troubled as he was unable to see them. All of us need to know that salvation is of the
Lord who is our defender. We pray in church to have the spiritual eyes so that we are comforted en-
joying God's presence during tribulations as the priest says, "blessed are your eyes for they see" and
we should all pray with Elisha saying "Lord, I pray, open my eyes that I may see your presence and
protection". The blind man who was sitting near Jericho had only one request which is to see, as he
cried out to the Lord saying, "Jesus the son of David, Have mercy on me" and when the Lord Jesus
asked him "what do you want me to do for you?", his only request was "receive sight" (Luke 18:35-
43).

How can we attain the opened eyes that notice God’s protection and presence with us?

1. Being close to the Holy altar and partaking of the
Body and Blood of the Lord Jesus - The Holy Bible
mentions the story about the two disciples who were
traveling to Emmaus as they were having a conversa-
tion with the Lord Jesus. They did not know Him until
their eyes opened after He sat at the table, took bread,
blessed, broke it, and gave it to them. Therefore, Holy
Communion brings us peace as we are united with Him.

3. Being cautious with any lustful desires or sins
that give us the feeling of separation from God as
we ought to put our sins, lustful, and personal de-
sires to death and live with pure hearts. Eve felt
separation from God when she lusted from the fruit
of the tree; Lot had to face many tribulations after
choosing what he thought was the fruitful land.

4. Looking inside to our inner man - Do not look
around you and blame others even though it is
possible that many other people made mistakes but
what keeps your internal peace is looking at your
own life and not allowing anything that saddens
the Lord. Then, you will be able to have the vision
to see his protection and care for you.

2. Pray with humility as you ask for God’s help - As
David the prophet wrote “Unto You I lift up my eyes, O
You who dwell in the heavens. Behold, as the eyes of
servants look to the hand of their masters, as the eyes of
a maid to the hand of her mistress” (Psalm 123:1-2). We
should pray in thankfulness and complete submission to
God’s plans knowing that He takes care of us as the
Holy Bible teaches us “Do not be wise in your own
eyes” (Proverbs 3:7).

May the Lord give us peace from all our tribulations, troubles and know that He will never
leave us, and I pray that he gives us the opened eyes so that we may see His salvation.

Weekly Divine Liturgies

Sunday :6:00- 8:30 AM

:8:30-11:30 AM
Wed. :9:00-11:30 AM
Friday :7:30-10:00 AM
Saturday :7:30-10:00 AM

Weekly Meetings

Tuesday
7:30 - 8:30 PM Weekly Prayer
Wednesday

7:00 - 8:30 PM Hymns class
7:00 - 8:30 PM Women’s Meeting

Friday

6:30 - 8:00 PM children Bible study

7:00 - 8:00 PM Bible study (Arabic)

8:00 - 9:30 PM H.S. Youth Meeting

8:30 - 10:00 PM Young adult fellow-
ship meeting

8:00 - 9:30 PM Men’s Meeting

Saturday

4:30 - 5:00 PM Vesper Praises
5:00 - 5:30 PM Raising of Incense
5:30 - 7:00 PM Sunday school

5:30 - 7:00 PM Bible study (Arabic)
7:00 - 9:00 PM Midnight Praises

St. Joseph ‘s Elders Fellowship
Saturday, June 2nd
After the Divine Liturgy

Liturgy of Entrance of the Lord Christ into the Land | | Liturgy of Commemoration of the departure of
of  Egypt Fri, June 1 7:30 - 10:00 Am. St.  Abraam the Bishop of Fayoom
Sun, June 10" 6:00 — 8:30 Am ,8:30-11:30 AM
Liturgy of Commemoration of  Archangel | |Liturgy of Commemoration of  Establishment
Michael Tues, June 19" 7:30 AM to 10:00 AM | |of St Mina’s monastery in Mariot,
Fri, June 22" 7:30 - 10:00 Am.

CONFESSIONS :

Friday & Saturday Evening
& after weekly Liturgies.

Servants of the Lord ...
Fr. Abraam Georgy Cell No. :(732) 581 - 3638

Fr. Abraham Wassef Cell No. : (908) 601 - 4831

Church Tel : (732) 332-1052
Church Fax : (732) 332-1049

You Can Obtain an Electronic Version of this Newsletter at Www.Sstminas.com
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