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Feasts of Nativity and the abundance of God’s Humbleness

Our Church celebrates many feasts that are related to the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, in other words, His
incarnation which are: The Nativity Feast (Koiahk 29“‘) followed by feast of Circumcision (Tobe 6”‘) followed by
Feast of Theophany (Tobe 11”‘) then presentation of the Lord Christ into the Temple (Meshir 8”‘) and finally
the entrance of the lord Christ into the Land of Egypt (Pashons 24™). All those feasts are filled with abundance

of humbleness ... God’s Humbleness.

t God accepted to leave the glory of His heavenly
throne, making Himself of no reputation, taking the
form of a bondservant and coming in likeness of men
for the salvation of man. He accepted to be born
in Bethlehem “But you, Bethlehem in the land of Ju-
dah, Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; For
out of you shall come a Ruler who will shepherd My
people Israel” (Matthew 2:6).

+ He agreed in humbleness to flee from Herod the
King. He as the God and King who has the ability to put
an end to any manly power or dominion chose to flee
from the face of evil to Egypt (Matthew 2:13).

+ God accepted to follow the Jewish tradition of
circumcision on the eighth day. He followed the Jewish
law even though He had no need of following the Jew-
ish law, as He is the true source of purity. He wanted
to lead by example by following the commandments.
That is why we pray in the liturgy “fulfilled Your Law
on my behalf”

* God agreed to enter into the temple as an infant
after forty days according to the Jewish tradition and
accepted Simeon the Elder’s testimony that He is The
God that all the angels worship.

* God accepted to be baptized by John the Baptist
showing us that it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteous-
ness “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us
to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15)

1 The life of our Lord Jesus was filled with humble-
ness not weakness. Humbleness was our Lord Jesus
Christ’s way of life as He said “take My yoke upon you
and learn from Me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart
and you will find rest for your souls”.

T Our church and the Holy Bible teach us the truth

about humbleness that it is the head of all virtues.
Whoever achieves it is able to receive many other
blessings and virtues. We have the ability to learn
about the many ways of achieving humbleness.

+ We can learn about humbleness just by looking
at the life of our Lord Jesus as we accept, and em-
brace others. We can accept to learn from those
who are simpler than us not caring about the place
or time. Our only focus and care in the world
should be our salvation. Humbleness does not
make us weak but rather allows us to attain the
glory and honor.

+ Jesus accepted to be born in a very simple
manger as the heavens witnessed... The angels of
the Lord stood before the shepherds announcing
the birth of Christ while using the stars as a guide
for them to the place of His birth.

t While He was still an infant being carried on His
mother’s hands, Simeon prophesied with the spirit
of prophecy that this Child is God, the Savior of the
whole world saying “Lord, now You are letting
Your servant depart in peace, According to Your
word; For my eyes have seen your salvation which
you have prepared before the face of all peo-
ples” (Luke 2:30)

t Jesus accepted to be baptized by John the Bap-
tist while the heavens announced His divinity as the
Holy Trinity was revealed to men to witnesses.

t May those feasts bless our lives as we cele-
brate them not like celebrating any other worldly
season but take this as an opportunity to learn
from the life of Lord Jesus who humbled Himself
and became obedient to the point of death, even
the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:8)

As we learn about humbleness, we learn how to love by humbling ourselves, becoming obedient to others “By
this we know love, because he laid down his life for us and we also ought to lay down our lives for the breth-

ren” (1 John 3:16).

May you have a blessed nativity feast with a pure and humbled heart where God may dwell in.

Have a blessed New Year.

Weekly Divine Liturgies

Sunday :6:00- 8:30 AM
:8:30-11:30 AM

Wed. :9:00-11:30 AM

Friday :7:30-10:00 AM

Saturday :7:30-10:00 AM

Weekly Meetings

Tuesday

7:30 - 8:30 PM Weekly Prayer

Wednesday

7:00 - 8:30 PM Hymns class
7:00 - 8:30 PM Women’s Meeting

Friday

6:30 - 8:00 PM children Bible study

7:00 - 8:00 PM Bible study (Arabic)

8:00 - 9:30 PM H.S. Youth Meeting

8:30 - 10:00 PM Young adult fellow-
ship meeting

8:00 - 9:30 PM Men’s Meeting

Saturday

4:30 - 5:00 PM Vesper Praises
5:00 - 5:30 PM Raising of Incense
5:30 - 7:00 PM Sunday school
5:30 - 7:00 PM Bible study (Arabic)
7:00 - 9:00 PM Midnight Praises

Saturday, January 13 ™"
St. Joseph ‘s Elders Fellowship
After the Divine Liturgy

CONFESSION :
Friday & Saturday Evening &
after weekly Liturgies

Servants of the Lord ...
Fr. Abraam Georgy
Fr. Abraham Wassef

Cell No. : (732) 581 - 3638
Cell No. : (908) 601 - 4831

Church Tel : (732) 332-1052
Church Fax : (732) 332-1049

You Can Obtain an Electronic Version of this Newsletter at www.stminas.com




