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As we get closer to celebrate the Coptic New Year (Feast of Nayrouz) in which we commemorate the lives of
thousands of martyrs who gave up their lives because of their love of the Lord. We may wonder why those
martyrs would go through all the suffering? | hope to take this opportunity to learn from them about the vir-
tues that led them to become martyrs. The most important of those virtues include:

+ Love: No one would sacrifice their life for the Lord if
they did not have the will or fill their hearts and minds
with love towards Him. Actually, not only to love Him
but rather to love Him more than anything or anyone.
When your heart is filled with God’s love, there is noth-
ing that would be as equivalent to it, not a person or
anything. “But what things were gain to me, these |
have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all
things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered the loss
of all things, and count them as rubbish, that | may
gain Christ (Philippians 3:7-9). Therefore, we heard of
many martyrs who put their lives on the line for Christ
without being affected by their family or relatives. In
fact, during their martyrdom, they would pray to the
Lord who means everything to them. They showed
that they love the Lord more than their parents, spous-
es, and children.

+ Wisdom: Our fathers the martyrs were never reck-
less with their actions but rather, they acted with wis-
dom. They set these Bible verses as a guide “the end of
a thing is better than its beginning” (Ecclesiastes 7:8)
and “the day of death than the day of one’s
birth” (Ecclesiastes 7:1), “Blessed are the dead who die
in the Lord form now on “yes”, says the Spirit, “that
they may rest form their labors and their works follow
them” (Revelation 14:13). As you may have noticed
from these verses, wisdom is to love death more than
life as it is written “and as it is appointed for men to
die once, but after this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27).
Is it truly wise to run away from death that will al-
ready happen at some point to every single person? If
death will take away everything you had or owned in
this world, would it be wise to focus during your whole
life to collect money? Or would it be considered wise to
follow the commandment that says “Do not love the
world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the
world, the love of the Father is not in him”

The Motives of Martyrs
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Weekly Divine Liturgies

Sunday: 6:00 — 8:30 AM

:8:30-11:30 AM
Wed. :8:45-11:15 AM
Friday : 7:30 — 10:00 AM
Sat. £ 7:30-10:00 AM

(1 John 2:15,17). Isn’t it wise to acknowledge that

since I will at some point die anyway, why not die for
the Lord because of my love for Him? If we are going
to lose the world and everything in it anyway at
some point, then let’s lose it for the Lord with our
will. Let us listen to the Solomon the wise King who
experienced everything anyone would want to ever
experience but then said, “Vanity of vanities says the
Preacher; Vanity of vanities, all is vani-
ty” (Ecclesiastes 1:2).

+ Purity: There is no way for anyone to become a
martyr without purity. The sinner is tied with chains
and is not even free to even think about his life and
death. On the other hand, the pure person is filled
with strength to discipline their bodies and bring it
into subjection. By doing so, the spirit takes the lead
directing one’s path away from Satan. Roman em-
perors tried tempting many of the martyrs so that
they may fall into sinful lusts and to worship pagan
idols but they always failed. One of those martyrs
was a young man who they wanted to have him
worship idols but when he refused, they tried to have
him lust and fall in adultery with a woman. They
brought him into a room and tied him down on a bed
then had an evil woman enter that room. When he
realized that there was no way of escaping, he bit off
his tongue, and cut it. His blood was scattered all
over so she ran away in disbelief from what she wit-
nessed. Also, another martyr was a young pure girl
that a Roman ruler wanted to sin with her. In order
for her to escape this situation, and remain pure, she
asked if he heard of the oil that if he put around his
neck his head would not be separated if he was to be
beheaded? She asked if he would try it. He asked her
to try it first. She put that oil around her neck and
when he beheaded her, the head was separated
from her body. She preferred to die a martyr rather
than living life as a sinner....

Weekly Meetings
Tuesday

7:30 - 8:30 PM Weekly
Prayer

Wednesday

7:00 - 8:30 PM Hymns
class

7:00 - 8:30 PM Wom-
en’s Meeting

Friday

6:30 - 8:00 PM children
Bible study

7:00 - 8:00 PM Bible
study (Arabic)

8:00 - 9:30 PM H.S.
Youth Meeting

8:30 -10:00 PM Young
adult fellowship meeting

8:00 - 9:30 PM Men’s
Meeting

Saturday

4:30 - 5:00 PM Vesper
Praises

5:00 - 5:30 PM Raising
of Incense

5:30 - 7:00 PM Sunday
school

5:30 - 7:00 PM Bible
study (Arabic)

7:00-9:00 PM
Midnight Praises
May the blessings of the martyrs be with all of us. Amen!
. . . Fellowship of St. Joseph
The Vespers for Liturgy for The First Anniversary of Vespers of Feast of the Cross|| « "P¢ osep "
the Consecration of the Elder Saturday, Sep 7
Coptic New Year Nayrouz St. Mina Church, Holmdel || the Feast of Liturgy after the Liturgy.
Wed, Sep 11%" || Thu, Sep 12 by the hands of The Cross sat, Sep 28"
H.H Pope Tawadros I . th CONFESSIONS :
6:30-7:30 PM (|7:30-10:30 AM Sun, Sep o Fri, Sep 27 7:00 - 11:00 AM Friday & Saturday
! 6:30 - 7:30 PM Evening & after weekly
normal liturgical hours ) ) Liturgies.
Servants of the Lord ...
Fr. Abraam Georgy Cell No. :(732) 581 - 3638 Church Tel : (732) 332-1052
Fr. Abraham Wassef Cell No. : (908) 601 - 4831 Church Fax : (732) 332-1049

Fr. Mina Gerges

Cell No : (917) 831 - 0230
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